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As a resident of McGuinness Blvd. and being a new father, I get to walk around the neighborhood
quite often. During the past few months, anyone who walks in Greenpoint couldn’t miss the signs
supporting and opposing the new plan to redesign McGuinness Blvd.

The new plan offers that from Calyer St. to the Pulaski Bridge there will still be two lanes of traffic
and a bike lane in each direction from 7 a.m. to 7 p.m. and outside of those hours, one traffic lane
will become parking. While, from Meeker Ave. (right near the BQE) to Calyer St., the two traffic
lanes will become one in each direction joined by a bike lane and a parking lane during the whole
day.

The pro-redesign group “Make McGuinness Safe” reckons that the extra safety is required following
a deadly accident that occurred on the road. They also claim that the heavy trucks traffic is not to
support local services but rather because of truck drivers preference to cross the city through
McGuinness Blvd. merely to save 90 seconds of driving, according to research.  This leaves the
local community with a lacking sense of safety when crossing or walking by the road, especially
when doing so with children (which is common in a neighborhood with a many young families as
Greenpoint).

Members of the opposition group “keep McGuinness Moving” believe that reducing traffic to just one
lane would make an endless traffic jam, impact businesses on the stretch and force truck drivers to
drive through less main streets in Greenpoint.

In my opinion the new design is better for everyone and will eventually benefit both groups. Although
it is very likely that immediately after merging the two lanes into one, traffic will be slower. But just
like any inefficient market, when drivers will experience the slow traffic, they will ultimately take other
main routes in future rides, and McGuinness will be running again, and this time will be safer for
pedestrians and bikers. So, McGuinness will be both running and safe.

As per business owners concerns, they are certainly valid, but at the same time, I’d encourage them
to see the big picture. This plan has the potential to reduce auto repair shops and other polluting
businesses on the stretch and therefore enlarge the demand for residential buildings. Such demand
will increase the value of McGuinness’s Blvd real estate and the potential foot traffic. All these
factors will increase demand for restaurants, coffee shops, laundromat, wine stores and any other
businesses catering for residents. The owners of repair shops might be pushed further out, but if
they currently own their property, they might be able to sell at an increased value.
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