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Over 70% of New York’s greenhouse gas emissions come from buildings. In New York City, those
emissions come from 1 million buildings burning fossil fuels for heating, cooling, and power.

New York City’s 2019 Climate Mobilization Act, a first-of-its-kind legislation for the City, included
passage of the New York City Building Emission Law, also known as Local Law 97. The new law
sets increasingly stringent caps on greenhouse gas emissions that building owners must meet by
2024 and certify compliance by May 1, 2025 or face civil penalties.

Under the New York City law, if your building exceeds 25,000 gross square feet or if you have
multiple buildings on the same lot that together exceed 50,000 gross s/f, you may need to measure
and report carbon emissions to the Department of Buildings.

If you know that your building is exempt from the emissions limits, the law still requires owners to
undertake and report on thirteen prescriptive steps addressing weatherization, lighting, and
equipment maintenance, controls, and upgrades.

What happens if your building is not compliant by the 2025 filing deadline? The simple answer is
that you will be fined. For example, a 100,000-square-foot office building that exceeds the emission
limit by 20% will receive a bill from the City for over $45,000! Another bill will be sent every year you
are not in compliance. This will continue until 2030, when the emission limits are further reduced,
leading to increased fines.

The good news is that NYSERDA, NYC agencies, and utilities offer a variety of financial incentives
and financing to assist building owners with paying for assessments and upgrades. There are also
financial assistance options tied to the consultation and engagement of registered professionals
throughout the measurement and compliance process.
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