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Name: Kevin Barry

Title: Senior Manager

Company Name: Marks Paneth LLP

Real estate associations or organizations that you are currently a member of:
Real Estate Committee, New York State Society of CPAs; Marks Paneth Real Estate Editorial Board

What recent project, transaction or accomplishment are you most proud of?
Recently I worked on a tax basis audit which included a very complicated 704(b) transaction that
dealt with basis of property contributed by one of the members. A lot of research, time and effort on
behalf of my team and myself went into understanding the transaction so that we could properly
perform the audit. Completing the engagement and issuing the audited financial statement was very
satisfying—we provided an important service to the client and learned a lot during the process.

How do you keep your team motivated despite conflicts and obstacles? 
The best way to handle conflicts or obstacles that arise on a team is with open communication—I
believe that if my team knows that they can come to me at any time for help resolving a problem, or
even just to listen, it prevents problems from festering and then boiling over. Open communication
keeps morale high and keeps the team motivated to work efficiently. Thanks to a great team and an
open-door policy, these instances are generally rare.

Who was/is your mentor and how did s/he influence/help you in your career? 
Throughout my career I have been fortunate to know many people who have helped me along the
way. The person who has helped me the most is Neil Sonenberg, co-partner-in-charge of the Real
Estate Group at Marks Paneth, with whom I have worked closely for more than 20 years. Early in my
career, Neil showed faith in my ability to handle a very important account for the firm. Since putting
that trust in me early on, he has continued to provide me with guidance and counsel as my career
has developed, and 20 years later, his insight into furthering my career is just as important as it was
at the start.

How do you contribute to your community or your profession?
I am committed to donating my time and resources to the school my children attend, helping ensure
that they and their fellow students are provided the tools they need to succeed academically.



Volunteering in this way also provides me with the opportunity to spend more quality time with my
children. I contribute to the accounting profession by taking an interest in those just starting out at
Marks Paneth and in the Real Estate Group especially. I think it is only right at this point in my
career to provide the same opportunities that I received when I started out. This way, our new
employees know they have someone looking out for them who they can reach out to for
much-needed guidance.

What did you want to be when you grew up? 
I wanted to be a professional baseball player. Unfortunately, my skill level wasn’t enough to obtain
this goal. I now settle for watching baseball on television.

What led you to your current profession?
When I was trying to select a major in college, I was drawn to accounting because of the many
options it provided. Almost every type of industry or company needs accountants, and that flexibility
appealed to me. Once I decided to become an accountant, I made the choice to go into public
accounting. The thought of working on different projects and interacting with a variety of people is
something I really wanted and continue to value in my career—focusing my services within the real
estate industry in New York adds an exciting layer into my work.

Top three things on your bucket list: 
Professionally, I hope to become a partner at Marks Paneth. In my personal life, I am passionate
about travel and I want to continue exploring the world. I hope to someday take a cruise to Alaska
as well as a trip to visit Greece.

Favorite quote: 
One of my favorite quotes is by Theodore Roosevelt: “Believe you can and you’re halfway there.” I
feel this is a great quote because the first step in accomplishing any goal is believing that you can
do it. If you don’t try because you feel you will fail, you will never accomplish what you hope to.
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