[ 1YIC]

2019 Women in Real Estate: Jean Partridge, Benchmark Title
Agency, LLC

September 17, 2019 - Spotlights

Name: Jean Partridge
Title: Chief Counsel and Managing Member
Company Name: Benchmark Title Agency, LLC

Association/Organization Affiliations (REAL ESTATE ONLY): New York State Land Title
Association, New York State Bar Association, Real Property Section, Westchester County Bar
Association

How do you hold your own in a negotiation?

With over 30 years of experience in the title insurance industry, | have learned that a key component
to successful negotiation is to be fully versed in all sides of the argument. An essential skill of a
good negotiator is the ability to listen and comprehend, and then to campaign vigorously for your
position while simultaneously respecting the viewpoints espoused by others.

What is the best advice you have received, and who was it from?

The best advice | ever received was to always try to do the right thing. | was always taught that,
“Integrity is doing the right thing even when no one is watching.” This is a lesson | learned from my
mother at a young age and which I have tried to carry through in everything | do—from my own
parenting, to social interactions; and professionally in my business dealings with colleagues, clients
and staff members.

What was one of your biggest accomplishments in the last 12 months?

On a professional level, | am extremely honored and humbled to have been nominated as
president-elect of the New York State Land Title Association (NYSLTA). My term, as president,
would commence in September 2020. The association is the voice of the title industry and
advocates and advances the common interests of all those engaged in the business of title
insurance. Among the most critical functions of the NYSLTA is advocacy on behalf of the title
profession and consumer protection. Another professional accomplishment | am extremely proud of
is being selected to write updated chapters in the esteemed book entitled “Real Estate Titles” written
by James Pedowitz and published by the New York State Bar Association. | believe the update
version of the book will be published in January of 2020. This book is regarded as the best treatise
on real estate titles in New York.



What recent project or transaction are you most proud of?

We have worked on numerous large affordable housing projects in the city, as well as in
Westchester County. | am proud to be part of these worthwhile projects as a certified WBE. To
name a few projects:

Park Haven, which is 169 units of affordable housing, 30% set aside for homeless families, on land
formerly owned by NYC HPD. Developed by two not-for-profit developers.

Bryant Ave. project, which is 62 units with 37 set aside for families made homeless by domestic
violence. Developed by a not-for-profit entity. Involved parcels owned by both NYCHA and HPD and
included air rights from adjacent NYCHA property.

Brookfield Commons, a project with White Plains Housing Authority for 460 units in three phases to
rebuild the public housing formerly known as Winbrook.

Sydney House, located in the Bronx. This is the largest Habitat for Humanity development under
one roof in the U.S.

A project with multiple sites located throughout NYC which will include the rehabilitation of 500 units
of tax credit housing involving five not-for-profits entities.
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