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Outside the Region: CetraRuddy completes adaptive reuse of
NJ Bell building with L+M Development, Prudential Financial
and Goldman Sachs Urban Inv.

June 18, 2019 - Front Section

Newark, NJ CetraRuddy is completing its third adaptation of a landmark by architect Ralph Walker,
known for Art Deco buildings built mainly around New York City in the 1920s and 1930s. The latest
project—an adaptive reuse of the original 1929 New Jersey Bell building at 540 Broad St.,
downtown-has just launched leasing for 260 units of housing, including affordable housing, as well
as 60,000 s/f of office, retail and other nonresidential uses. The adaptation, called Walker House, is
designed by CetraRuddy with executive architect Inglese Architecture and Engineering.

The development group, a partnership L+M Development Partners, Prudential Financial Inc. and the
Goldman Sachs Urban Investment Group, has reimagined the 436,000 s/f tower at the corner of
Lombardy and Broad Sts., while also preserving its historic character.

Walker, lauded by Frank Lloyd Wright and hailed in The New York Times as the “architect of the
century,” is attracting the eye of architecture-minded homebuyers, said John Cetra, FAIA, founding
principal of CetraRuddy, the architect for award-winning adaptations of two other Ralph Walker
buildings, both in New York City: Walker Tower and Stella Tower.

“Of the three Ralph Walker buildings we have adapted from commercial to residential use, Walker
House presents the most exuberant and magical details both on the exterior and interior,” says
Nancy J. Ruddy, founding principal of CetraRuddy. In 2005, the brick-and-sandstone building’s
exterior and majestic lobby were added to the U.S. National Register of Historic Places, adds
Ruddy.

“This is an incredible landmark of this city, and we are delighted to help bring it new life,” says the
architect Cetra, noting that the project is among the largest conversion projects underway in
Newark, a fast-growing market for residences and commercial space. “The visionary adaptation
brings new vibrancy and economic vitality to Newark’s downtown center, while also preserving its
important historic character.”

“Our design emphasizes the refurbishment of the building’s facade to create an exciting pedestrian
experience while reinforcing the existing community in many ways and restore a landmark building

that reflects the great history of Newark,” adds Ruddy.

CetraRuddy is the only firm in the world having converted more than one building by Walker. Other



historic adaptive reuse projects by CetraRuddy include the Barbizon Hotel, 141 Fifth Ave., the
Stanhope Hotel, and 443 Greenwich, all in New York City.
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