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Albany, NY According to governor Andrew Cuomo, the village of Watkins Glen will be part of the
Local Waterfront Revitalization Program to develop projects that will spur economic development in
the community. The Local Waterfront Revitalization Program serves as a management program for
the village’s treasured waterfront resources along the Seneca Canal system outlined in the Southern
Tier Soaring Upstate Revitalization Initiative plan. The Local Waterfront Program is aimed to
invigorate targeted New York areas with potential to grow into communities where the next
generation of workers want to live, work, and play.

“Through our Local Waterfront Revitalization Program, we are laying the groundwork for the growth
of the tourism industry in the Seneca Canal system,” governor Cuomo said. “The transformed
Watkins Glen will be ready to offer a world class destination for thousands of tourists to visit
year-round and will serve as an economic engine to keep the Southern Tier rising for decades to
come.”

The Watkins Glen Local Waterfront Revitalization Program consists of an assessment of the
village’s current and desired waterfront uses, identifying exceptional opportunities to grow the local
economy, bolster waterfront access opportunities, and preserve the community vision of natural and
cultural resources. The program also seeks to strengthen the relationship of Watkins Glen with
Seneca Lake in light of the economic resurgence that is transforming the Southern Tier. While
Watkins Glen is currently a summertime destination, the village intends to stretch the tourist season
by increasing the attractiveness and accessibility of the village’s commercial areas and waterfront
parkland well into the fall season. 

The capital projects identified in this Local Waterfront Revitalization Program for Watkins Glen
include:

• The rehabilitation of Clute Park bathhouse;

• Upgrades to the village’s public boat launch and marina; and

• Improvements to the Catherine Valley and the Queen Catherine Marsh Loop Trails that provide
public access to the waterfront.



New York State has focused a variety of resources to help Watkins Glen advance the goals of the
Local Waterfront Revitalization Program and re-imagine the community as part of the plan to create
economic development in the southern region of the state. Schuyler County won a 2016
Environmental Protection Fund-Local Waterfront Revitalization Program grant for nearly $1.1 million
for part of the first phase of Project Seneca. Schuyler County will use the funds to prepare a regional
strategic plan that will generate job opportunities, development and tourism, benefiting local
residents of Watkins Glen and Montour Falls.

As part of the overall economic development plan for the Southern Tier, the state also awarded over
$1.3 million through the 2017 Environmental Protection Fund-Local Waterfront Revitalization
Program to Schuyler County for the second phase of the proposed Project Seneca Redevelopment
of the Village Seneca Lake Waterfront. Improvements will include design and construction of a
four-season pavilion with restrooms and a commercial grade kitchen in Clute Park, as well as
preparation of a Reuse Feasibility Study, exploring options for redevelopment of the soon to be
decommissioned lakefront Waste Water Treatment Plant.

Watkins Glen was also selected as the second-round Downtown Revitalization Initiative winner for
the Southern Tier region, which has directed $10 million to the Watkins Glen downtown. 

The village is in the process of refining information from their Downtown Revitalization Initiative
application to develop a list of projects suitable for funding. The program is designed to undertake
redevelopment activities that will affirm the Watkins Glen downtown as an active, inspiring, and fun
place to be.

The Department of State’s Office of Planning, Development & Community Infrastructure works in
partnership with waterfront communities across the state through the Local Waterfront Revitalization
Program. This partnership focuses on strengthening the local economy and expanding public
access opportunities while protecting natural and cultural resources.
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