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Copper theft is an increasing nationwide problem, causing challenges for businesses across multiple
industries. Particularly hard hit are electric utilities, due to the considerable amount of copper used in
frequently remote locations. In an effort to prevent copper theft, a northern Texas cooperative
electric utility installed the SmarterFence Intrusion Detection System from Smarter Security Systems
to augment its security provisions. In early February, the investment delivered its payback, as
thieves attempting yet another strike on one of the co-op substations were scared away.

With the proven effectiveness of the SmarterFence installation, the electric co-op is working to
protect the remainder of its substations the same way. SmarterFence is a highly intelligent fiber optic
sensor system that mounts to any chain-link fence. Its ability to tune out environmental nuisances
and detect real intrusion attempts allows it to provide reliable early warning of intruders by detecting
any attempt to cut or climb a perimeter security fence.

"We are pleased to see SmarterFence protecting this electric co-op's property to help it maintain
service to the people of the counties it serves," said Jeff Brown, president of Smarter Security
Systems. "Copper theft is an annoying and costly problem that we are working to help prevent. Our
wide breadth of outdoor security solutions gives utilities and other organizations multiple options for
securing their perimeters."
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