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The National Audubon Society is set to move into their new 28,000 s/f national home office in New
York City next month. Designed by FXFOWLE Architects, the projected LEED Platinum office was
designed with an integrated approach to sustainable design in order to provide a solution that best
represents the National Audubon Society's commitment to the environment. The National Audubon
Society is the nation's largest bird conservation organization, whose mission is to conserve and
restore natural ecosystems, focusing on birds, other wildlife, and their habitats for the benefit of
humanity and the earth's biological diversity.
"As a leader in environmentally-conscious design, we are very happy to have worked with the
National Audubon Society on the design of their new national home office," said Guy Geier, FAIA,
IIDA, LEED, FXFOWLE principal-in-charge of the Interiors Studio. "Our vision for Audubon's office
coincided with the organization's mission to ensure that sustainability was incorporated holistically
throughout the entire project."
Audubon has a long been a leader in use of sustainable office architecture. The organization's most
recent office was renovated in the early 1990s using superior environmental technology and design
that later served as a model for office requirements of government agencies, institutions, and
businesses. Audubon's changing facility needs now allow the organization to relocate to new space
in a former printing plant in Hudson Square adjacent to Greenwich Village, while maintaining its
dedication to cost effective technology, and design that provide a healthy and productive work
environment for staff and visitors, while minimizing its impact on the environment.
A significant design feature of the National Audubon Society's new home office is the use of a raised
floor system that not only provides flexibility of power and communications wiring but, more
importantly, under floor air distribution to all workspaces. This feature is rare in projects that are not
in a modern office building designed with the anticipation of this system. The air distribution provides
maximum comfort and control for the occupants of the space as well as achieving significant energy
savings. Other key design features include the use of recycled and locally produced materials, low
VOC (volatile organic compounds) paints and materials and low flow water fixtures, utilization of
natural light coupled with high-performance lighting systems by Illumination Arts LLC, and custom
Black Walnut conference tables created by Jessica Wickham.
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