
Harbec and NYSERDA begin operation of $2.4m wind turbine
project; 850-Kilowatt turbine is largest of on-site wind
program
June 10, 2013 - Upstate New York

A major wind turbine project funded by Harbec Inc. and the New York State Energy Research and
Development Authority (NYSERDA) has started operation at the Wayne Industrial Sustainability
Park, bringing wind power to three local businesses that employ a total of nearly 200 people.
The 850-kilowatt (kW) turbine, with blades 300 feet above the ground, cost $2.4 million and was
funded in part by a $400,000 incentive from NYSERDA's On-Site Wind Turbine Incentive Program.
This is the largest wind turbine funded through this program and will generate more than 2 million
kilowatt-hours of electricity per year. The program offers incentives for rural homes, farms and
municipalities seeking wind power.
The owner of the turbine is Harbec, a 140-employee plastic manufacturer located at the industrial
park. Power from the turbine is shared between Harbec and two smaller firms: Sustainable Energy
Developments, a wind and solar project developer and installer of the new turbine; and Upstate Oil
Collection Inc., a company that recycles fryer waste oil for the biodiesel industry.
The business park was built in 2008. Built on a former farm, the site is a few miles from the
windswept coast of Lake Ontario. Park officials own another 48 acres of vacant land that they
expect to develop into future business space.
The installation is called a "behind the meter" project because any clean-energy power not used by
the businesses will be transferred to the power grid in exchange for credit on future power bills.
"Wind is a very important part of New York's diverse renewable energy portfolio, and projects like
this one with Harbec demonstrate the power that public-private partnerships can have in developing
the state's clean-energy economy," said Francis Murray Jr., president and CEO, NYSERDA. 
"The development of renewable energy has been strongly supported by Governor Cuomo as a way
of ensuring New Yorkers have access to clean, reliable and affordable energy."
Harbec has a long history with renewable energy. The company purchased its first wind turbine, a
250-kW installation, more than 10 years ago. Even earlier than that, the firm invested in a 750-kW
combined heat and power (CHP) system, which allowed the firm to generate its own electricity with
high-efficiency gas turbines, while using the exhaust heat from the generators for its heating,
air-conditioning and processing requirements.
"NYSERDA funding was vital in helping me decide to invest in such a large turbine," said Bob
Bechtold, president of Harbec. "I would consider investing in even more wind turbines or other
clean-energy equipment in the future."
Bechtold said his company consumes more than three million kilowatts of energy each year, and
before installation of the turbine, energy costs made up 6 to 8 percent of the company's yearly
expenses. The turbine is expected to save the company up to $200,000 a year in electricity costs.



"If you can take a big bite out of 6 to 8 percent, that's very significant," he said. "The first turbine took
less than eight years to pay for itself, and it has a 20- to 30-year life. That's a wonderful upside for
this business."
Bechtold, originally a tool and die maker, began the company 36 years ago. It now operates 24
hours a day, five days a week. A lifelong tinkerer with an interest in the power of wind and water,
Bechtold installed his first wind turbine at his home in 1980. Today, the firm receives two-thirds of its
power from renewable sources, and buys green energy from the grid to make up the rest. The
company will buy carbon credits to make the firm "carbon-neutral" by the end of the year. The
company is also working with plastics made from plant or animal materials to reduce products made
from fossil fuels.
Harbec has also received other incentives from NYSERDA. Two years ago, the company received
$150,000 to improve the energy efficiency of its manufacturing equipment. In 2012, the company
was awarded $740,000 to upgrade its combined heat and power system to make it more efficient.
NYSERDA's On-Site Wind program began in 2007. Since then, the program has funded 146 wind
turbines, for a total of 2,800 MW of clean-energy potential.
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