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The New York State Energy Research and Development Authority (NYSERDA) began energy
efficiency projects at the State University of New York (SUNY) Upstate Medical University that will
save the university $167,000 in energy costs every year and will result in the avoidance of over
1,250 tons of greenhouse gas emissions annually.
These projects support governor Cuomo's ambitious Build Smart NY initiative to increase energy
efficiency in state buildings by 20% in seven years by strategically accelerating priority
improvements in energy performance, which will save millions of dollars for taxpayers and create
thousands of jobs while reducing greenhouse gas emissions.
"SUNY Upstate Medical University is committed to becoming a leader within SUNY and the region
on matters related to sustainability, including enhancing our conservation efforts and reducing
energy costs and our carbon footprint," said SUNY Upstate Medical University president David
Smith, MD. "Working together with New York State, we are making good on this commitment. Being
good stewards of our environment most certainly reflects our overall mission to improve the health of
the communities we serve."
NYSERDA awarded $335,000 to the medical university. The energy efficiency measures are
projected to reduce electricity use by more than 1 million kilowatt hours annually, the equivalent of
powering 104 homes. In addition, they are projected to reduce carbon dioxide emissions by more
than 1,250 tons annually, the equivalent of taking 250 cars off the roads.
"Governor Cuomo has called for state buildings to invest in energy efficiency in order to reduce
energy use and costs while providing environmental benefits," said Francis Murray Jr., president
and CEO, NYSERDA. "With the savings achieved through the installation of the energy efficiency
measures, SUNY Upstate Medical University will have more dollars to put toward its crucial work in
healthcare research and in providing healthcare services."
SUNY Upstate Medical University projects receiving NYSERDA awards include energy efficiency
measures in coordination with:
* Renovations and new construction of the Regional Clinical Cancer Center;
* Expansion of the Institute of Human Performance building, where interdisciplinary teams study
disorders of the nervous system;
* Construction of the Central New York Biotech Accelerator, a joint project between SUNY Upstate
Medical University and SUNY College of Environmental Science and Forestry that supports
discovery, development and deployment of innovative biological and medical products; and
* Substantial renovations at the University Hospital.
NYSERDA-funded energy efficiency projects for new construction at SUNY Upstate Medical



University are projected to be 10 to 39% more energy efficient than New York State energy code
requires, depending on the building.
Energy efficiency measures in the various buildings include: insulation; high-efficiency air
conditioners, boilers, motors, pumps, air handling units and chillers; demand ventilation, which
regulates the amount of outdoor air supplied, depending on the number of people in occupied
spaces; a heat exchanger to heat water by circulating existing campus steam by hot water pumps;
fans with variable-speed drives to modulate airflow in response to static pressure in ducts; and
high-efficiency lighting and lighting controls, including occupancy sensors to turn lights off when no
one is in the space and daylight dimming to reduce the use of artificial light.
At the Regional Clinical Cancer Center, "curtain-walls" will be built to allow natural light into the
building's main atrium, examination rooms and corridors. Controls will be used in these spaces to
dim artificial light in response to available natural light. Upstate plans to seek U.S. Green Building
Council's Leadership in Energy and Environmental Design (LEED) Silver rating for this building.
Funding for these projects is through NYSERDA's New Construction Program, which provides
technical support to design teams and financial incentives to building owners involved in the
construction of new or substantially renovated structures in New York State. It is a first-come,
first-served program available to commercial, institutional and industrial sector customers of certain
utilities. New Construction Program incentives are paid out upon project completion. The intent of
the program is not only to improve energy efficiency and green building practices, but to effect a
permanent transformation in the way buildings are designed and constructed throughout the state.
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