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Design AIDD Architects has designed the energy-efficient conversions of three prewar buildings at
510 West 188th St., 12 Arden St. and 16 Arden St. in the Washington Heights neighborhood for
developer Lemle & Wolff, Inc. Nearing completion, the program involves renovations of a total of 87
apartments, some of which were occupied and required temporary relocations of the tenants within
the buildings.
The renovations at 510 West 188th St., a five-story, circa 1917 building with 35 units of affordable
housing, include upgrades of the plumbing and electrical systems and the installations of new gas
risers, new roof and low-E windows. In addition, energy efficient appliances, fixtures and lighting are
being installed in all of the kitchens, bathrooms and common areas. The rehabilitation program at 12
and 16 Arden St., twin buildings completed in 1912 with six stories and 26 units each, mirrors the
West 188th St. project. In addition, the heating systems at Arden St. are being converted from a
steam system to a more efficient hot water system, making these two rehabs among the very first
projects in the city to use Weatherization Assistance Program (WAP) funding to significantly reduce
the energy required for heating.
A portion of the energy upgrades were implemented by the Northern Manhattan Improvement Corp.
The total estimated cost for the renovations on all three properties is in the range of $7 million.
 "The opportunity to develop energy-efficient renovation programs in new law tenement buildings is
an important sign of the times," said Andrea Harris, RA, AIA, LEED-AP, a Design AIDD principal. "It
is also a testament to the commitment of the owner to improve the quality of their housing portfolio
and promote the betterment of society as a whole. Once completed, these improvements will
provide tangible benefits to the residents, including healthier environments and cost savings for
utility usage."

 
Established in 2007, Design AIDD Architects, PLLC is spearheaded by a team that includes the four
founding principals: Andrea Harris, RA, AIA, LEED-AP; Ian Pinto, Associate AIA; David
Kirschenbaum, Associate AIA and Dan Heyden, RA, AIA, LEED-AP, Certified Passive House
Consultant. Design AIDD is a full-service architectural firm specializing in construction and
rehabilitation of affordable, zoning and building code consultation, sustainable housing and
mixed-use projects throughout New York and New Jersey. The principals' combined experience
includes the design and construction of 3,500 units of affordable, market-rate and high-end
multi-family housing and the firm is considered a leader in sustainable design for affordable,
adaptive re-use and rehabilitation projects.

New York Real Estate Journal - 17 Accord Park Drive #207, Norwell MA 02061 - (781) 878-4540


